
Garden City High School 

Course: Global History and Geography 9 Honors 

Instructional Philosophy  

The Global History 9H curriculum is the first half a two-year World History program designed to 

provide students with a foundation to understand the complexities of today’s world. Its emphasis 

on encounters and interactions provides a framework that is especially important to 

understanding the past and the present.  

The course is based on the six themes and the “habits of mind” outlined by the College Board 

and adopts a periodization approach to analyzing global events and interactions from the 

foundations of history to 1450.   The course highlights the nature of changes in international 

frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among societies.  It will 

also focus on the common threads of humanity including trade, religion, politics, society and 

technology.  It will enable students to investigate themes from multiple perspectives and make 

connections and linkages that lead to in depth understandings.    These goals will be addressed 

through analysis of texts and primary source materials that will aid in the identification of points 

of view, context and bias.  

Overview of 9H 

Global History and Geography 9 Honors is the first half of a two year course surveying World 

History.  The course is divided into five main units beginning with the Neolithic Period 

(c.8000BCE) and concluding with present day events.  9H students will complete the first half of 

the course beginning with the Neolithic Revolution and the rise of civilization and continuing 

chronologically though the year 1450.  The majority of students who successfully complete the 

course and demonstrate mastery of the material and skills will go on to take AP World History in 

their sophomore year.  At the end of sophomore year, students will complete both a Regents 

Exam and an AP Exam.   

Knowledge and Skills Objectives 

1. To analyze the dynamics of change and continuity from 8000BCE to the present. 

2. To understand the patterns and effects of interaction among societies and religion: trade, 

war, diplomacy, and international organizations. 

3. To develop an awareness of the effects of technology, economics, and demography on 

people and the environment (population growth and decline, disease, labor systems, 

manufacturing, migrations, agriculture, and weaponry). 

4. To analyze the systems of social structure and gender structure among various peoples. 

5. To study cultural, intellectual, and religious developments. 

6. To understand changes in functions and structures of states and in attitudes toward states 

and political identities including the emergence of the nation-state. 

7. To develop a variety of skills including writing, researching, and thesis development. 



Units of Study 

Foundations and early civilizations 8000b.c.e.-600c.e. 

1. Neolithic agricultural revolution and the rise of civilization 

2. Early civilizations: Tigris-Euphrates, Egypt, Indus River Valley, and Chinese River 

Valley 

3. Belief systems: polytheism, Judaism, Hinduism, Confucianism, Buddhism, Daoism, 

Christianity 

4. Classical civilizations-rise and collapse: Greece, Rome, Han, Gupta 

5. Rise of trade and interaction: Silk Road, Mediterranean Sea, Indian Ocean 

6. Migration of peoples (Bantu, Polynesians, Huns) 

Post classical period 600c.e.-1450c.e.  

1. Rise of Islam and the Islamic caliphates and spread to Africa 

2. Spread of religions: Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism 

3. Byzantine Empire 

4. Decentralized states in western Europe (Middle Ages and Crusades)  

5. Restructuring of eco, social, and political institutions in Europe 

6. Americas on the eve of the invasion (Maya, Aztec and Inca) 

7. Renaissance in China (Tang and Song) 

8. Spread of Chinese civilization to Japan, Korea, and Vietnam and Chinese exploration 

9. The Mongols  

10. Trans Saharan trade and African kingdoms 

Materials 

Mournir A. Farah and Andrea Berens Karls, World History;The Human Experience, 1999 

 

 

 

 


